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THE EXAMPLES OF AMERICA 
ON THIS OTHER 14TH OF APRIL’ 


José Ma. de Semprun Gurrea 


A short time ago an important Italian newspaper of 
moderate liberal tradition published a long article by 
its New York correspondent, under the following head- 
ing: 

“The revolution in Caracas seen from New York. 
Hardly five years ago, out of twenty Latin American 
States, three were democratic while seventeen had 
totalitarian regimes. Today the situation is greatly 
changed; numerically speaking, it can even be said to 
be completely reversed.” 

The correspondent then proceeded to enlarge upon 
these important initial affirmations. Let us pause over 
them, however, because they suffice for our purpose. 
But let us leave aside the figures that they contain, for 
were there really no more than three democratic states 
in Spanish and Portuguese speaking America, and sev- 
enteen totalitarian and dictatorial ones? And are these 
figures exactly reversed today? Let us not tarry over 
such statistical matters, and simply retain the over-all 
thought of the journalist, stripped of all unnecessary 
and disputable figures; a thought which we could re- 
phrase as follows: In Latin America (this is not the 
occasion to discuss the correctness of this expression, 
which we use here for the sake of convenience) the 
political situation, the organization and ways of public 
life, have gone through a radical change in these last 
months and years. They have changed in a democratic 
and liberal sense, and they have changed with such 
amplitude and impulse that, considered all in all, the 
situation can be said to have been completely reversed. 
If not so long ago dictatorial forms of government pre- 
vailed in Latin America, today temperaments and or- 
ganizations of a resolutely democratic tendency prevail. 

Before examining the causes behind this highly im- 
portant development, let us stop for a moment and 
contemplate it, viewing it in relation to things that 
are very much a part of us Spaniards, not oniy because 
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of the legitimate pleasure which this spectacle must 
afford any lover of liberty and justice, or the objective 
curiosity of historians attracted by the great phe- 
nomena of human life, but for a reason which is much 
more timely, practical and possibly useful: namely, to 
apply the lesson to ourselves. Let us apply the lesson 
of Latin America to ourselves, even before seeking out 
the how and the why, keeping in mind that never 
could we do so on a more timely occasion, for we are 
passing through the hours that the calendar marks with 
a very precise historic date: the 14th of April. We 
are in another 14th of April... 

Did we commit an error when we used this expres- 
sion in the title of these pages? . . . Another 14th of 
April! For us there can be no more than one 14th of 
April, that of 1931. The others, those that the calendar 
repeats, are no more than anniversaries and memorials 
to the original one. And this is precisely the point: 
on that 14th of April of 1931 something took place 
which was unique, not only in certain exceptional cir- 
cumstances, but in that it has not been repeated; it. 
has not been repeated in Spain. But it is good to know, 
precisely now when the event is being recalled, that 
is is being repeated in various countries of Latin 
America, in different ways and on different dates, but 
determining in each of the countries and in Latin 
America as a whole the important results indicated by 
the Italian journalist: a predominantly dictatorial and 
authoritarian situation has been replaced by a pre- 
dominantly democratic one. This is the story in a nut- 
shell. And this is exactly what happened on that 14th 
of April in Spain; a 14th of April which, because of an 
infamous alliance of weaknesses, treacheries, infamies, 
and foreign complicities (not to forget the shameless 
fallacy of ‘Non-intervention”), was snatched away 
from us one july 18 (1936). 

So at this time, precisely at this time, how can we 
fail to contemplate with deep emotion all that has 
happened in Latin America? And how can we fail 
to apply to ourselves the lesson of: all that has hap- 
pened, in this time of recollection and anniversary? .. . 

To consider these Latin American events and relate 
them to one of cur own, already renaote, is no mere ar- 
tificial and vain intellectual exercise. Nor is it a mat- 
ter of evoking these -recent and. sfitritorious examples 


* April 14, 1931: the day on which the Spanish Republic 
was proclaimed, and which is commemorated every year on 
April 14 by Spanish Republicans. 











only to propose them for our servile imitation, as 
though we Spaniards had not been capable of bringing 
about, during a troublesome period of modern history, 
that radiant and prophetic day that was the 14th of 
April, 1931 (really, of creating something unheard of 
in history, in which it is said that there are precedents 
for everything), without resorting to any immediate 
and direct imitation, or as though the splendid and 
vigorous American peoples had not known how to ex- 
emplarily recover their rights and freedoms and create, 
in their own way and on their own, their respective 
14ths of April, without having set out to imitate ours. 
The examples of Latin America are such essentially 
in the sense that they demonstrate the possibility of 
repeating on other dates and in other ways and his- 
toric processes, but with profound identities of inspira- 
tion and objectives, what the democratic Spaniards set 
out to do and to a great extent succeeded in doing on 
that historic date. When, with understandable nos- 
talgia, we recall that date, when we celebrate it with- 
out seeing it repeated, and when we see that others 
repeat it in their own ways, then we cannot let the 
occasion pass us by without mature reflection and a 
severe examination of conscience. 

Because, furthermore, these recent democratic vic- 
tories brought to our attention with such glaring per- 
suasiveness did not occur on the moon, nor in I know 
not what fabulous island or mythical Atlantis . . . nor 
even in Japan, where all of it would seem interesting 
but remote to us. No; these examples come to us from 
countries calling themselves Argentina, Colombia, 
Venezuela, joining those already offered by Mexico, 
Uruguay, Chile, Brazil, Costa Rica, etc. That is to 
say, these examples come from peoples who are very 
independent, very much on their own, but at the same 
time very closely related to us, very much inured to 
tests and experiences such as ours, very deeply im- 
mersed in vicissitudes and histories, above ali political 
ones, that are deeply and dramatically similar to our 
own. What happens to them and what they do is not 
a matter of indifference to us; it does not merely in- 
vite us toa detached and polite contemplation, like that 
of one who looks at a beautiful painting in a picture 
gallery and then goes out for an aperitif in good com- 
pany, giving no more thought to what he has just 





seen. These 14ths of April of Latin America, which 
we comment on while recalling the one that we have 
not yet seen repeated on Spanish earth, speak to us of 
possibilities that are so imminent and so much a part 
of us, that we cannot limit ourselves to merely affirm- 
ing them and recognizing them dispassionately, but 
must perforce take them very personally. For these 
14ths of April of Latin America are a persuasive les- 
son, a stimulus; they are the glowing evidence of a 
possibility, inviting us to repeat our own 14th of April 
(without, of course, neglecting the adaptations which 
the passage of time and change of circumstances would 
recommend). And that is why, though cheering us 
greatly, these Latin American events should preoccupy 
us even more, inviting us as they do to meditation and 
the consequent fulfilment of very grave duties. 


* * * 


This, in our opinion, is what we can derive from these 
Latin American events, merely by examining them in 
a global and external manner, that is, by limiting our+ 
selves to contemplating their reality and reiating it 
to another reality of our own for which we feel a 
nostalgia which, as long as it has not been repeated, 
we should not and could not cure. 

Now it would be proper to venture a little into the 
interior of these most important political phenomena, 
succinctly analyzing (insofar as is possible for us from 
here) their genesis, their processes; in a word, the 
mechanism which put them into motion, their principal 
component parts, and how the apparatus functioned; 
how and why. 

But first one would have to pass through a funda- 
mental and radical consideration of the problem, be- 
cause if some basic concepts are not clarified, if some 
vast and insidious pre-judgments, in the most literal 
and pejorative sense of the word, are not eliminated, 
then the splendid efforts and cheering results of the 
Latin American peoples on behalf of their freedom 
might be considered as merely a part of the frequent 
ups and downs of an agitated public life, as fortuitous, 
passing incidents (or accidents), the fruit of the ca- 
pricious play of momentary circumstances, and hence 
devoid of value and stimulating exemplarity. 

For the juridical-political history of the peoples who 


- live—with what intensity!—from the borders of Texas 


to Tierra del Fuego has passed through very varied 
phases in their long struggle for the establishment and 
consolidation of demo-liberal institutions. A bad left- 
over of our worst Spanish political customs, a contagion 
or reflection of our lamentable “pronunciamientos” 
(military rebellions) and the “cuarteladas” (military 
coups), and last but not least of our more deteriorated 
and despicable authoritarianisms, what is certain is that 
the attempts at autocratic dictatorship have been fre- 
quent and in some instances prolonged. Add to this the 
fact that at times the democratic periods have not been 
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accompanied by that absolute tranquility which some 
people, especially the very timid and conservative, con- 
sider to be the unique and supreme index of the value 
of a regime. 


In reaction to this spectacle, or rather, in reaction 
to this most partial aspect of an immensely rich spec- 
tacle imbued with the highest values, come those im- 
beciles whom Bernanos so well knew how to expose 
and publicly denounce, emphasizing their enormous 
and destructive influence in a civilized world which, 
paradoxically, seems to offer them every possible fa- 
cility for assuming their preferred pose of supreme self- 
sufficiency and deflating one with: “Have no illu- 
sions; those countries are not ready for liberal democ- 
racy...” And if we recall this now it is not only so 
that the American events that we are commenting on 
be not erroneously interpreted, but for a more practical 
and legitimately egoistic reason, namely, because the 
similarities of Latin American and Spanish political 
history and of the opinions that the self-righteous im- 
beciles formulate about them are such that we should 
not neglect either the error or the way of combatting 
it. 

A renowned Colombian, Dr. Eduardo Santos, pro- 
nounced the following unsurpassable words on this 
subject at the celebration of the bicentennial of Co- 
lumbia University in New York: “. . . at times it is 
said, ... ‘But you people are not prepared for regimes 
of freedom and democracy; they do not suit Latin 
Americans.’ This is a tremendous error,’ Dr. Santos 
continued, “based on complete ignorance of history. 
We have been free and we have practiced democracy 
and time and again we have shown that we are worthy 
of it and can achieve it. True, we have failed many 
times, just as many countries have failed. But on re- 
peated occasions we have demonstrated that we are 
worthy of the free life and genuine democracy to which 
we aspire.” 

We introduce these irrefutable words first of all 
to show that the democratic achievements of the Latin 
American countries are not unforeseen, fortuitous inci- 
dents, but the genuine manifestations of profound dem- 
ocratic tendencies and capacities, and, secondly, be- 
cause also on this point must we apply the lesson to 
ourselves. I say on this point more than on any, because 
it is basic; for also of ourselves has it been said (and 
by Spaniards calling themsleves “nationalists”!) that 
we are a people lacking in all preparation and capacity 
for freedom and democracy. We too reject this “tre- 
mendous error,” as President Santos has described it. 
And now we must reject it forever, invoking the un- 
impeachable lesson of experience and the clear signifi- 
cance of the recent events in Latin America as we 
have been recalling them, and as we have interpreted 
them in the prophetic light of the words pronounced 
by a great Latin American before the entire civilized 
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world (if only we could superimpose its map, line by 
line, on the map of the world called free!). 

There is no original insufficiency or incapacity for 
democratic freedom. Not in Latin America. Not in 
Spain. The words of President Santos are equally valid 
on both shores of the ocean. And the recent events in 
Latin America, confirming these words, stimulate and 
corroborate all of our profound confidence in the 
Spanish political capacities, because these Latin Ameri- 
can events are the experiences of peoples who are free 
and perfectly differentiated, but who act and struggle 
and achieve their freedom in the face of obstacles so 
similar to those of Spain. All that has happened in 
Latin America and flowered there could and should 
happen and flower among ourselves, as once happened 
on the 14th of April, 1931, and AS WILL HAPPEN 
ONCE AGAIN IF ALL OF US WHO CARE ABOUT 
THE NATIONAL RECOVERY WILL ONLY AP- 
PLY OURSELVES TO THE LABOR OF ACHIEV- 
ING IT. 

So let no one seek excuses for timidity or indolence 
in a non-existent lack of capacity or political maturity. 
The work is feasible. But one must do it . . . Nor is 
it easy; one must make an effort. 

One must make an effort, and take certain steps. 
In a word, one must know how to do things well and 
want to do them. And this brings us back to the ques- 
tions related to the genesis, ways and tactics by which 
the dictatorships have been unseated and freedoms 
restored in Latin America. To pursue the case of each 
country step by step would be very lengthy and surely 
impossible for us today. Fortunately, it is unnecessary. 
What is essential and worthy of especial attention is 
known; known and reducible to a few words. In Ar- 
gentina, Colombia and Venezuela, and previously in 
other Latin American countries, and on April 14, 1931, 
in Spain, the tactics used were what we call the “Fuen- 
teovejuna process.” Spaniards will recall the old anec- 
dote: 

“Who killed the Comendador?” 

“Fuenteovejuna, sefior.” 

“And who is Fuenteovejuna?” 

“ALL AS ONE.” 


* * * 


Visitors from Caracas have told us what happened 
there, at times corroborating and at times correcting all 
that was published in the press. The synthesis is as 
follows: ALL AS ONE arose against the despot. . . 
ALL, from the Archbishop, to whom I take my hat off 
twice, once as a Catholic and once as a democratic 
republican, to priests and members of religious orders, 
imprisoned and exiled, down to the most humble 
laborers, including those who came in from the dis- 
tant piains.. . . From the political leaders of democratic 
groups, differing with each other, even antagonistic, but 
who, with unsurpassable patriotism and effectiveness 
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worked ALL AS ONE for the triumph of the citizenry 

. Betancourt, Villalba and Calderas, to mention the 
outstanding exponents without meaning to exclude 
anyone else, to those magnificent young students of 
the different colleges; from the admirals, generals, and 
officers, to the proletariat which influenced decisively 
with its position in the successful denouement . . . This 
is the synthesis, this is the secret of the tactics and 
procedure: ALL AS ONE! ALL AS ONE created an 
asphyxiating “circle of silence,” of civil resistance, which 
ended with the dictator... 

Recall what happened in Colombia. Here you find 
the exemplary, heroic episode of Guillermo Leén Va- 
lencia. Here too you will see how members of the 
clergy, with their Archbishop at their head, protected 
the hero and supported the cause of national freedom. 
You will discover, finally, that the glorious labor of 
liberation was not—as it never can be if it is to be gen- 
uine and enduring—the work of a few, but a common 
undertaking, in which ALL AS ONE, students, work- 











ers, employees, industrialists, even bankers and finan- 
ciers, put up the asphyxiating siege in which, through 
the irresistable pressure of the people, the odious des- 
pot had to succumb .. . Also ALL AS ONE, all the 
lovers of freedom and their country, restored Argentina 
to democratic life. 

Is this sufficiently clear? . . . Can it be said that 
we have understood this and are prepared to follow 
the centuries old example of Fuenteovejuna, and in an 
essentially civic way, with no need to tumultuously shed 
the blood of anyone, or replace with solitary com- 
placence the common action to which ALL AS ONE 
are summoned? .. . 

We Spaniards must talk openly of all of this one 
day, when we make our severe examination of con- 
science. A day which might not happen to be the 14th 
of April; no matter, because in all of this we will 
always be illuminated by the memory of that 14th of 
April which we had the privilege of living through, 
and which we will never forget. 
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CATHOLIC TRADITION 
AND SPAIN'S POLITICAL FUTURE 


1. THE CHURCH AND SOCIETY 


Xavier Flores 


From year to year, from one month to another, the 
internal situation in Spain is evolving toward a change. 
As yet we are unable to foresee the nature and char- 
acteristics of this change, which will be partly the re- 
sult of our own actions. All of us Spaniards are re- 
sponsible for the future of Spain; this we will repeat 
again and again. Our tomorrow will be just what all 
of us have wanted it to be, for, though there be gra- 
dations and extenuating circumstances, responsibility 
for the future is not the exclusive property of leftists 
or rightists, of Francoists or anti-Francoists; it belongs 
to one and all, just as does the law itself, ignorance of 
which excuses no one from its observance. 

We all share the duty of collaborating in the search 
for a solution to the national problem, a solution 
which will insure to future generations the climate of 
integrity and dignity which has been denied to us, 
to our misfortune, for twenty years. In contrast to 
the alleged solutions flaunted by the Francoists, we 
must not only work out our own solution but: also 
achieve a positive coordination of political action both 
inside our country and outside of it, and overcome, 
in a union of all genuinely democratic forces, the di- 
vision which has done so much to weaken the anti- 
Francoist opposition since the end of the Civil War. 

Aside from the serious question of the future form 
of government, there are many other problems that 
we must concern ourselves with henceforth, because 
the stability of the regime that is to follow Franco to- 
morrow will be determined by the orientation given 
these problems today. And one of them is the problem 
of religion, which has become far more complex than 
most of our compatriots imagine. 

The question of the Church’s place in the national 
life has become enormously involved under the present 
regime. On the one hand we suffer from the official 
religious inflation, and on the other from its unavoid- 
able counterpart, a vindictive and negative anticlerical- 
ism which is spreading among the working classes. This 
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is the inevitable result of the close .collaboration of 
certain sectors of the Spanish Church with the present 
regime. For the authoritarian and absolutist. character 
assumed by our Church stems not only from a tradi- 
tional tendency (a more recent.one, than one might 
think, as we shall see) but also from the. inevitable 
contagion among its representatives,.of the political 
methods of the regime. itself. 

The dangers of an identification of the objectives of 
the State with those of the Church, an identification 
which has been deplored by many. Catholics including 
some very great ones, have been described with great 
lucidity by the renowned Canon Jacques Leclerc, Pro- 
fessor at the University of Louvain. “Let us imagine 
a Government,” says Leclerc, “which recognizes. the 
Church, concedes an official status to its pontiffs, makes 
religious training compulsory in the schools, pays the 
clergy’s salary and helps the Church in, the undertak- 
ings that the latter considers necessary. All of these 
constitute immediate. religious values . . .. But, in other 
aspects which we could.call remotely religious, this 
same government can be violent and unjust. It may 
neglect the people’s welfare, be cruel to its adversaries, 
crush the most legitimate of freedoms. The Catholics, 
carried away by their fervor, would tend to consider all 
of this as secondary, confident that if Christian life is 
pursued :without hindrance these small defects will 
take care of themselves . . . In short, these Catholics 
reason just as do the communists when one reminds 
them of the cruelties and injustices of Soviet Russia. . . 

“When a political regime supports the Church it 
expects to be repaid in kind; it expects that, in its 
turn, the Church will lend it support. Among other 
things such support consists in defending the regime 
and justifying all of its projects; thus the advantages 
conceded by the regime to the Church imply a give 
and take . . . and the Church carries along with it an 
impure clientele who speculate with religion for tem- 
poral ends, and the situation becomes hopelessly in- 
volved because between the two forms of clericalism 
(that based on subordinating the temporal to the 
spiritual and that which would place the spiritual at 
the service of the temporal) exist intermediate forms 
intermingled to various degrees ad infinitum.” 


1 Canon Jacques Leclerc, of the University of Louvain: 


“Le cléricalisme existe-t-il?” Revue Nouvelle, Paris, March 15, 
1950. 





This is exactly what has happened in Spain. We 
have witnessed the appropriation of the Catholic pro- 
gram by a State which would ascribe to its own doc- 
trine an irreplaceable value with respect to the at- 
tainment of religious ends, and by a ruling class which 
not only has appropriated religion for its own benefit, 
but has enthroned itself as the sole arbiter of what 
Catholicism should or should not be. And at times 
from the rear, at times in the vanguard, up to now 
the official Church has in general followed the policy 
practiced by the State. 


This situation is extraordinarily serious because, just 
as on a political level the government’s prevention of 
the formation of democratic opinion indirectly favors 
the expansion of a communism sui generis, so on the 
religious level the absence and impossibility of a Chris- 
tianity that is valid for all and based on the eminent 
dignity and freedom of man, leads to a radical anti- 
clericalism. This in turn confuses the transcendental 
substratum of religion itself with the use to which it 
is put in public life. Everyone knows to what extent 
the extremes touch each other in countries of great 
ardor and poverty such as Spain; by insisting on the 
slogan ‘we or communism” the regime ends up by 
gradually casting the popular masses into the arms of 
a form of Marxism. And in identifying religion with 
the ends of the State, and preventing the formation of 
any Christian Democratic movement, the anticlerical- 
ism that is latent can be provoked to extremes unheard 
of in the annals of the Church. 

Spain never was a country of Cartesian reasoning 
or half-way measures. Calm and collected heads have 
never abounded there. And what is terrible is that now 
the thinking minority is reduced to an empty frame- 
work in contrast to the entire nation which could un- 
leash itself, at the first outburst, in dire and irreparable 
reactions. Spain could not stand the consequences of 
such a calamity; she has suffered too much and her 
misery has reached incredible extremes. Even for civil 
war a minimum of health and resistance is required, 
and, as of today, Spain lacks these conditions. 

The only thing that can save Spain’s future is the 
awakening of an honest and balanced critical spirit. It 
is imperative that we break the vicious circle of com- 
munism-Francoism, religion-atheism. But we will never 
succeed in so doing as long as we assume extremist and 
erroneous positions. With respect to all that concerns 
the Church, we must consider what its role should be 
in the future of Spanish society, examining the ques- 
tion primarily in the light of Catholic tradition itself. 

First of all comes the question of the Church’s ac- 
tivities in the political life of the nation. Many per- 
sons, among them Catholics of great faith, dream of a 
Church whose functions are restricted to the evangelical 
labor of saving souls. Such a position would entail, 
however, the limitation of the Church’s objectives to 
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the transcendental, at the expense of its activities in 
the immediate political reality, a reality which con- 
cerns the Church just as it does any other social or 
political entity. It is as necessary as it is deplorable to 
have to explain, even today, that the Church is not 
constituted for functioning in the transcendental sphere 
alone, but also in relation to the world of everyday af- 
fairs, because in its function on a transcendental level 
it has a historic conception of human society, which 
may be acceptable or rejectable, but which it has every 
right to defend just as has any other organization or 
party, making use of the legitimate means that are 
at its disposal. Were we to uphold the contrary, then 
we would no longer be consistent with our own demo- 
cratic ideology. 

Let us try to narrow down these rather general 
concepts. In the course of the centuries the Christian 
thinkers, especially the great theologians of the Church, 
elaborated a system of natural law and some theories 
of State which we cannot ignore. Though we are not 
always aware of it, the modern world lives on these 
theories forged in the heart of the Catholic world. To 
illustrate this it suffices for us to recall once again 
the positions taken by the great Spanish theologians 
and jurists with respect to the very sources of political 
power: ? 

a) Power is not of supra-natural origin. Men are 
born free, and, by nature, not only does no one enjoy 
political jurisdiction over his neighbor, but, further- 
more, there is no reason whatsoever for attributing such 
power to certain men at the expense of the others. 
Hence one can discard all possibility of a divine direct 
delegation (i.e. of charisma, or of the “providential 
dispensations” of the 20th century), or of the innate 
authority of a given person (Suarez, De legibus ac Deo 
legislatore) . 

b) In the case of hereditary monarchies, it is un- 
derstood that the successors do not receive their pow- 
ers from their predecessors but through them from the 
community (Suarez, ibid.) because the reign consists 
more in the people than in the king himself (Fernandez 
de Navarrete, Conservacién de Monarquias) . 

c) Hence power is derived from the people, who 
always retain a right of control in public affairs. They 
enjoy, furthermore, the inviolable right to share the 
exercise of legislative power with the sovereign (Ma- 
riana, De Rege et Regis institutiones). Laws emanat- 
ing from the popular will cannot be modified without 
the agreement of the national representation, since the 
power of the Commonwealth is superior to that of the 
King (Covarrubias, Relect. Recc., and Mariana, ibid.). 

d) The King is obliged to observe the law just as 
are all the citizens of the Commonwealth, because, 


2 The following paragraphs are quoted from a communi- 
cation sent by the author to the participants of the Pax 
Romana Congress held in Rome last year. 


IBERICA 





Aa Ra ag a et BRED TS Be 








though in his capacity as author and defender of the 
law he is above it, as a subject of the law he is be- 
neath it (Fox Morcillo, De regni regisque institutione). 

e) Whether the sovereign exercises his authority ful- 
ly or as an agent subject to the control of the people, 
the latter always retain, directly or indirectly, a right 
to intervene in everything related to the common wel- 
fare of the nation (Vazquez Menchaca, De vero ture 
et naturale, and Controversiarum aliarumque usu fre- 
quentium, libro Tres; Soto, De TIustittia et Iure, and 
Covarrubias, Relect. Recc.). 

f) Every infringement of natural, divine or human 
law by the sovereign can and must be punished by 
the people; the assembly of the nation must require 
him to make the exercise of his office consonant with 
justice. If this admonition is disregarded by the King, 
then he is to be declared a Public Enemy and de- 
throned, even executed if necessary. Should the people 
be deprived of the right to assemble so as to sit in 
judgment on the ruler whom the vox populi has de- 
clared a tyrant, then any citizen may justifiably kill 
him (Mariana, ibid.). Thus the people retain the right 
of active resistance in the event that the King should 
work against the norms of Natural Law or forsake the 
objective of the welfare of his people (Suarez, ibid.). 

At this point many laymen would probably feel in- 
‘clined to raise two points: 1, That once consolidated, 
democratic thought should have no more need for the 
Church, and, 2, That regardless of the precepts quoted 
above, the Church has failed to carry out its program. 

As to the first point, though we are convinced ad- 
vocates of the principle of the separation of Church 
and State, for the benefit of both, we believe that a 
mutual collaboration based on absolute sincerity and a 
genuinely Christian spirit could bear fruit of unima- 
gined value. In this world of ours, filled as it is with 
prisons and concentration camps, where torture has 
been reinstated as a standard judicial expedient, where 
human rights are trampled on day after day—and this 
is as valid for the so-called democracies as it is for 
the explicitly totalitarian systems—there is a great need 
for Christians to constantly insist on the eminently 
sacred character of all human life, on the irreplaceable 
nature of each individual and on the inalienable right 
to be free and to live within an orderly and just society 
in all its political, economic and social aspects. Of the 
extent to which our freedom has been trampled upon, 
the extent to which others have made use of our pover- 
ty in order to consolidate and protect their own pros- 
perity, no one can testify to better than can we exiles 
of within Spain and without, some deprived of our 
freedom, others deprived of our country, all pariahs 
in an indifferent world before whose cowardliness we 
will never fail to raise our voices. 

If the justice and prosperity which we desire for 
Spain becomes a reality one day, then we Christian 
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Democrats would be the first to rejoice in seeing our 
Church occupied exclusively with its evangelical task. 
But until that day comes we will continue to uphold 
the right of the Church to contribute to the formation 
of a just society. 

Yet such an unequivocal pronouncement requires 
clarification, for in Spain, where there is no just so- 
ciety, there is, furthermore, no militantly just Church. 
It would be relatively easy to trace the line followed 
by our ecclesiastical authorities as well as by our Catho- 
lic thinkers since the middle of the 17th century, that 
is, since the decline of the generations that bequeathed 
to the modern world not only the theoreticai founda- 
tions of democracy but also the living example of 
healthy independence from the political powers that be. 

Unfortunately, we now have behind us centuries of 
complicity between our official Church and our ruling 
classes, and we cannot justify our attitude today merely 
by citing the great examples of our ancient traditions. 
In so doing we would merely be repeating that time- 
worn betrayal which consists in justifying a tyranny 
in the name of that pristine Christianity which brought 
the “good tidings” to the slaves of the Roman Empire. 

Yet, though the achievements of the past do not 
serve to justify the present, neither can we admit that 
the errors of the past should determine the future atti- 
tude of the Left with respect to the Church. In the 
first place, the same thing has happened to the Church 
as to all societies of history: it has passed through per- 
iods of grandeur and decadence, it has had saints and 
simonists, martyrs and traitors. Those who defend it 
blindly, forgetting that the primary mission of a Chris- 
tian is to fight for the truth, put themselves on the 
same level as do those who systematically attack it. 
Both the one side and the other take an absolutist 
point of view based exclusively on their own past or 
immediate experience. 


We realize that it is very hard to ask for an attitude 
of human understanding from all of those who have 
endured poiitical or religious persecution—and the 
author of these lines is himself a political exile. If 
downheartedness often prevails among Catholics, then 
with how much more violence must it propagate it- 
self among those indifferent to religion! We cannot 
blame them for assuming a negative attitude, but we 
do beg them to understand that, in its social and po- 
litical actions, the Church is just what its faithful and 
hierarchs make of it, and that in this sense there is no 
lack of possibilities and prospects for a profound reno- 
vation of the Spanish Church. 

This renovation is all the more necessary in that 
we have now reached the ultimate extreme of official 
Pharisaism. Either our Church must purify itself, or, in 
a future that may not be very far away, it will have 
to face the most severe and implacable critical attacks 
of its entire history. 








IBERICA SPONSORS 
OPPOSE AID TO FRANCO 


The following statement was read by a representative 
of the sponsors of IBERICA before the Committee on 
Foreign Relations of the U.S. Senate on April 2, during 
public hearings on the Mutual Security Program. 


In view of the fact that the Spanish Government has 
requested a substantial increase in United States aid 
under the Mutual Security Program for the present and 
coming fiscal years, we have requested permission to 
testify before the Committee as to why we do not 
consider the granting of such a request tobe to our 
best interests. Not only do we wish to urge that the 
Spanish Government’s request be refused, but that all 
aid to Spain be temporarily suspended. For it is our 
contention that American aid does not serve to improve 
the lot of the Spanish people but only to support an 
oppressive and anachronistic dictatorship, thereby pro- 
longing a situation which is rendering Spain increasing- 
ly vulnerable to communist and anti-American propa- 
ganda. We are thinking, in brief, in terms of our fu- 
ture relations with this strategically important country, 
and we thank the Committee for giving us this op- 
portunity to be heard. 


THE INTERNAL SITUATION OF SPAIN TODAY 


First of all we would like to briefly describe the internal 
‘situation in Spain today, after twenty years of unin- 
_terrupted rule by the Franco dictatorship. Above all, 
it is a situation characterized by rigid oppression and 
incredible poverty. At a time when other European 
countries that suffered World War II have recovered 
their economic stability, Spain’s economy is steadily 
deteriorating in terms of the ever decreasing purchas- 
ing power of the wage earner. This is largely the fault 
of an inept government which tolerates corruption and 
discourages free enterprise. Those holding vested in- 
‘terests in the regime have built up fortunes, but there 
has been a flight of such capital abroad, especially to 
Switzerland. By virtue of the Government’s partial 
monopolization of industry through the State owned 
and controlled Instituto Nacional de Industria, or 
I.N.I., private enterprise is discouraged. American de- 
fense contracts are usually parcelled out to subsidiary 
companies of the I.N.I. with the result that profits re- 
vert to the same vested interests of the regime. Rarely 
does the effect of American aid in general filter down 
to the levels on which it is most needed. The plight 
of the laborer, who, according to ICFTU statistics, is 
the lowest paid in all of Europe and who must fre- 
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quently work 14 to 16 hours a day in order to eke out 
a meagre livelihood, is too well known to dwell on 
here. His restiveness is reflected in the current strikes 
and attempted strikes in Asturias, Catalonia and the 
Basque region. 

However, discontent and tension are. not limited to 
the working classes. Most conspicuous in recent years 
have been the student demonstrations in Madrid, Bar- 
celona ‘and ‘other University cities. The large-scale .ar- 
rests and torturing of Spanish students. in January were 
made -in anticipation of student demonstrations for 
academic freedom planned for February. Upon receiv- 
ing reports of-the arrests and torturing of these students 
the sponsors of IBERICA sent a telegram to President 
Eisenhower on February 7, in which we said, in part, 
“In Spain we are rapidly losing the good-will of the 
people by our active support of an oppressive and ne- 
cessarily transitory dictatorship. If we wish to insure 
our accessibility to our costly Strategic Air Command 
bases in the future, then we had better take another 
look at our relations with the Spanish people today.” 

There is a deep rift in the Army, where many upper 
echelon officers, including generals, oppose the regime. 
As an illustration of this military opposition we would 
like to introduce the “Manifesto of the Juntas. Pa- 
trioticas,” published in IBERICA last year, as supple- 
mentary material. 

Also in the Catholic Church, many foresighted mem- 
bers of the Spanish hierarchy and more liberal Catholic 
groups in Spain are tending to.gradually withdraw their 
support of the Franco regime. As in the case of other 
recent dictatorships of Latin America, the Church is 
in the: vanguard in the political situation. 


THE DANGERS OF SUPPORTING 
THE FRANCO GOVERNMENT 


As we have said, this situation, typified by widespread 
restiveness and tensions, is the result of the perpetua- 
tion of an anachronistic and oppressive dictatorship. 
Thus through our economic aid we are, likewise, con- 
tributing to the prolongation of a situation which lends 
itself to communist exploitation. 

And now, in effect, the ICFTU report on Spain, 
and reports from other reliable sources, indicate that 
because of our aid to and identification with the Fran- 
co regime, communist propaganda and anti-American- 
ism is on the increase, especially in the poorer areas 
of Spain such as Andalucia. 

In our opinion, however, this new sprit of anti- 
Americanism in Spain is based entirely on anti-Franco- 
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ism. The Spaniards are by nature notoriously inde- 
pendent and individualistic; they would not ordinarily 
be drawn toward anything that communism stands for. 
Yet the propaganda slogan, “We or communism,” re- 
sorted to by the Franco regime in justifying itself, its 
policy of indiscriminately labelling every sign of op- 
position as being communist in origin, only resounds 
in the end to the greater glory of communism. 

We will not dwell any longer on these discouraging 
aspects of Spain today but will, instead, call attention 
to a positive but little known aspect, which bodes well 
for the future. This is the formation in Spain of 
groups of young people of not inconsiderable size and 
organization who oppose the present regime but who 
also oppose violence and totalitarianism of any form. 
These include groups such as “Juventud Progresista,” 
“Nueva Generacion Iberica,” ‘‘Accion Social y De- 
mocratica,” “Agrupacion Socialista Universitaria,” “De- 
mocrata Cristiano,” “Agrupacion Laborista,” etc. In 
addition there are the various liberal monarchist groups, 
all of whom oppose the present dictatorship. Under 
present circumstances these groups-must operate clan- 
destinely, but some of them show promise of being the 
bases of the political parties of the future. 

These young people all oppose a continuation of 
American aid because, as some of them have pointed 
out, after five years of U.S. aid to Spain the internal 
situation has not improved; and they, too, warn that 


further increase in American aid to the Franco Gov- 
ernment can only result in the fomentation of commu- 
nism in Spain. Most of all these people want a na- 
tional reconciliation and a return to an atmosphere 
of freedom and democracy. However, they consider 
America’s attitude to date to be so devoid of realism 
with respect to Spain that they are becoming disillu- 
sioned. 

Of course official Spanish representatives, anxious 
to retain their privileges and power, continue to insist 
that peace and prosperity prevail in Spain. Only on 


-March 26 General Franco himself, referring to the at- 


tempted strikes in Asturias, stated in a speech: “The 
achievements of our regime, the positive well-being 
which we have brought to all classes, the improve- 
ments which we have brought to the national economy, 
are reflected in every home in a reality which is so 
palpable that we should all be satisfied.” 

Official propaganda can issue such.cynical and _ir- 
responsible statements but we cannot be ‘silent about 
the true state-of affairs in Spain today. Because only 
by taking a realistic attitude will we be able to under- 


stand the situation: of the Spanish people and help 


them; and if we help them now we will surely reap a 
rich harvest in terms of our future relations with this 
historically great country which. is of such strategic im- 
portance to us in an ideological sense as well as in 
terms of military defense. 





FRANCO DEMANDS $250,000,000 ANNUALLY 


A report appearing in the New York Times of March 
20, signed by Benjamin Welles, the newspaper’s cor- 
respondent in Madrid, states that General Franco sub- 
mitted demands for a minimum of $250,000,000 annual 
aid from the U.S. to Secretary of State John Foster 
Dulles, during the latter’s visit in Madrid on December 
20, 1957. 

The Spanish Government has also requested $120,- 
000,000 for the current fiscal year ending in June of 
this year, in addition to the $148,400,000 already au- 
thorized by Congress. Should this request be approved 
then Spain would receive a total of $268,400,000 for 
the present fiscal year, or an increase of from 30-40% 
over the economic aid granted to Spain during any of 
the last three fiscal years, as Mr. Welles points out. 

Additional figures reported by Mr. Welles in the 
same article are as follows: 

“United States economic aid to Spain since the 
original agreement was signed in September, 1953, has 
reached $811,800,000. This is made up as follows. 

“Export-Import Bank loan and credits, $106,600,000; 
Commodity Credit Corporation wheat sale in 1954, 
$20,000,000; defense aid, $341,000,000; sales of agri- 
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cultural surpluses, $254,800,000; grants of food sur- 
pluses to charities, $89,400,000. 

“The wheat and agricultural surplus sales were for 
pesetas. 

“Not counted as economic assistance is $200,000,000 
in military equipment for the Spanish armed forces. An 
additional $200,000,000 worth is scheduled to be de- 
livered within the next year. 

“Spanish officials make no secret of their belief that 
present United States economic aid is insufficient. Al- 
so, they deprecate the kind of aid being given and want 
more military assistance.” 


No Washington Confirmation 


A report from Washington published at the end of 
Mr. Welles report stated the following: 

“Washington, March 19:—Officials here said today 
that they could not confirm reports that Washington 
was considering requests for $120,000,000 in additional 
economic aid for Spain in this fiscal year. 

“They noted that Spain had asked for $30,000,000 
more for defense support.” 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Thank you for your letter. I appreciate your atten- 
tion and your having left it up to me to pay for 
my subscription or not. It is true that all is not milk 
and honey for a refugee, a plain workman, with a 
wife and five children ranging in age from five months 
to fourteen years, but I hope that sooner or later I 
will be able to make my payments. 

I follow the opinions expounded in IBERICA with 
interest. At times with an interest which includes mis- 
giving. According to the intellectuals, all depends on 
the “bridge” (between the exiles and Spaniards of the 
interior) ; once the “bridge” is established all will go 
well. Agreement on the form of government will be an 
easy matter (according to the intellectuals), in spite of 
the absurdities of some of the manifestoes coming 
from over there (the intericr). The “New Era” will 
begin . . . Imagine how it will begin for me, and I 
am only one drop in the river... . 

At the time of the outbreak of the rebellion I was 
sixteen and in the Franco zone. I went over to the 
Republican zone and volunteered for the militia. After 
we had snuffed out that of the communists in Madrid 
{a reference to the abortive attempt of the commu- 
nists to take control of the defense of Madrid, put 
down by General Miaja in March, 1939) I escaped 
to the port of Alicante. There I was taken prisoner 
by the Littorio Division (an Italian infantry division 
fighting for Franco). In 1943 I was released on “pro- 
visional liberty,” having fulfilled four years of my 
sentence of twelve years and a day. I was married and 
we had a baby girl. 

On April 6, 1946, I was arrested by the police and 
imprisoned on charges of “belonging to a clandestine 
organization” and “‘illegal possession of arms.” At the 
time of my arrest I was working as a field hand on a 
farm in the province of Lérida. I was released on 
parole two years later. The two times that Franco 
passed through Lérida the police looked me up. Then, 
summoned by the Military Tribunal for “questioning,” 





This letter was not written for publication, but be- 
cause it is such a sincere and eloquent expression of 
the state of mind of a Spanish refugee, of his profound 
love for his country along with his anxieties about the 
future, we asked permission to publish it. Brief explana- 
tions have been inserted where necessary in the above 
literal translation. 
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I took up my knapsack and crossed the mountains on 
foot to France. My wife sacrificed our mattresses and 
few belongings, and managed to get to Andorra with 
our little girl, and then here. All of the départments 
of France bordering Spain were “forbidden territory” 
so we had to pass through them clandestinely and pro- 
ceed to this départment, in the center of France. 

For the first year we slept in a hayloft, and I worked 
as a woodcutter. We ate potatoes and beef fat, “for 
the dog,” as I used to tell the butcher. That was our 
menu. Later I was able to find a little house and work 
in a steel mill. We began to buy second-hand furniture 
and to have children . . . which we now have. Neither 
my wife nor I are of those who adapt themselves easily 
to local customs. In Catalonia we were what we are 
and here we go on being what we are: Aragonese 
whom “THE WAR” uprooted from our land. For us 
to be living away from our Aragon is but to be dying. 

My wife remembers the “caravans of evacuees” 
crossing the steppes of Aragon (during the Civil War) 
and she remembers her second evacuation, alone with 
our little girl, when she set forth from Lérida for An- 
dorra and then here, for me. 

Have you people given any thought to what the 
so-longed for future has in store for us? Now, with 
the presentiment of a liberation, of Franco’s down- 
fall, and the possibility of being able to enter Spain 
without humiliations for having been soldiers of free- 
dom, we are thinking with anxiety of the “new evacu- 
ation.” But how can we, with all of these boys? “If 
there were only you and I and the girl!” . . . Here we 
are existing, nothing more. We will have to turn our 
faces toward Spain, toward Aragon, toward our people, 
and set forth on foot, with our five children. But we 
will go. We will go because we cannot live here, be- 
cause . . . we belong over there. 

And I tremble in fear that one day my sons might 
reproach me for it. 

All of my adventures in the name of “liberalism” have 
begun badly, and ended worse. And this one? Would 
it seem surprising if once back in Spain we should look 
at all of you (liberal leaders) with misgivings? 

Yet I still retain a stubborn and ill-defined hope. 
We will make the trip. 

To you personally, the unconditional affection of 
your humble servant (I was a prisoner for 7 years). 


It is not possible to find subscribers to IBERICA. 
There are about forty refugees in the steel mill where 
I work. All are hostile toward anything “from the 
U.S.A.” I read CUADERNOS.* I am the only one 
among the forty. Will time prove that it is they or I 
who are in the right? I hope, I still hope. 

(Signed) 


* CUADERNOS is the Spanish language publication of the 
Congress for Cultural Freedom. 
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Editorial 


A STEP FORWARD 


The occurrences in Spain during the past three weeks 
should be cause for serious reflection for all Span- 
iards, including those within Spain and those abroad, 
and for all non-Spaniards who are concerned about 
the future of that country. Among the latter, and 
in a special way, are we Americans who have so 
many links with the Spanish people. 


Here, at a distance and in lands of freedom and 
democracy, and remote from all contagious emo- 
tional influences, we are in a good position for in- 
terpreting the symptoms which reveal themselves for 
diagnosis so easily to all except those determined to 
close their eyes and ears. 


It is not an easy thing to emerge from a dictator- 
ship which does not let up in its persecutions and 
cruelties for a moment; even for a people such as 
the Spaniards, who are forged in their historic strug- 
gles for independence, it has taken 18 years for them 
to begin to show signs of rebellion. We do not for- 
get that behind those 18 years are one and a half 
million who succumbed in the most atrocious civil 
war. But dictatorship is not a system, dictatorship is 
a dyke which holds back the uncontainable force of 
the evolution of a people, and, sooner or later, this 
force will violently break through the obstacle that 
retains it, if a reasonable outlet has not been pro- 
vided in time. 


For two years now the Spanish people have been 
revealing their social unrest, their repugnarice of a 
regime which oppresses them without cease, and 
which in 20 years has not been able to find solutions 
for the problems that it itself created. Strikes of 
laborers and students have followed each other in 
regular cycles since February, 1956, and have been 
systematically and brutally repressed. Workers have 
been imprisoned, deported to other parts of Spain, 
forbidden access to their places of work; students 
have been penalized by being forbidden access to any 
universities in Spain; they have been imprisoned, 
fined, tortured. All to no avail. The strikes continue, 
on a larger scale each time. There is no use remind- 
ing the people that strikes are illegal in Franco Spain. 

The Spanish press has been silent about these dis- 
turbances, but these last strikes have been so wide- 
spread that even the Spanish censor has been com- 
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pelled to relent, though so far no more than veiled 
referrences to “work disturbances” in Barcelona, As- 
turias and the Basque region have appeared. Political 
groups are being formed. Top ranking Army officers 
are meeting to consider the question of the transition 
of the regime. Catholic political parties are coming 
out into the open and political personages who have 
been in retirement for 20 years are now publicly ex- 
pounding their ideas for the future programs. The 
Catholic Church, ever alert and foresighted, is be- 
ginning to draw up its forces before the regime. 

Had the Spanish press a minimum of freedom it 
would have reported the demonstrations of unrest in 
these three Spanish provinces and the people, en 
masse, would have come out and joined the students 
and workers, in order to demonstrate, in pacific ways, 
the unanimity of their opposition to General Fran- 
co and his regime. The Spanish Republicans faith- 
fully render homage every 14th of April to the day 
in 1936 on which the Spanish Republic was pro- 
claimed. A people who knew how to act in such 
an exemplary and pacific way at that time must know 
the secret of how to repeat that example of civic re- 
sponsibility. There exists, and it is useless to deny it, 
a unanimity of opposition to the present regime, and 
this unanimity in itself is a firm step toward the 
democratic future of Spain. 

We have hundreds of examples to show us that 
Spaniards are capable of uniting to overthrow, to 
fight a common enemy. But the great hope for the 
future is that the hard lesson taught them by twenty 
years of oppression has also taught them how to 
unite in building their Spain of the future. 











uncensored 





A PREVENTIVE CHANGE, 
OR A DEMOCRATIC CHANGE? 


Just as it is said that “happiness is short-lived in the 
house of the poor,” so can it be said that tranquillity 


is short-lived in governments that ignore public opinion. © 


Thanks to their strong-arm policy, the inhabitants of 
the carpeted offices at El Pardo Palace were feeling 
calm and complacent, until their tranquillity was sud- 
denly disturbed by the news from Asturias. Seventeen 
mines on strike in the Sama de Langreo basin! The 
trouble began early in March in the Maria Luisa mine, 
where workers voiced demands for a 7 hour day, a 
condition which had been promised them by the au- 
thorities on several previous occasions. The strike spread 
rapidly; by March 10 over 25,000 miners were on 
strike, in spite of the arrival of the Civil Guard and 
specially trained squads of the Secret Police. 

Rumors of the developments in Asturias spread 
through Madrid with relative rapidity, and with a 
greater impact than on similar occasions in the past. 
In Oviedo, the capital of the province of Asturias, the 
Civil Governor could do no more than recite the well 
worn refrain about a “foreign conspiracy,” with back- 
ground music by Sr. Alonso Vega (Minister of the In- 
terior) and Sr. Arias Salgado (Minister of Informa- 
tion). In Madrid, the Council of Ministers resolved 
to makes the news of the strikes public at a time when 
all of Madrid already knew about them. 

In the mining areas threats were of little avail. By 
March 17 only 5 of the 17 mines were functioning 
again. Miners returned to their posts in the remaining 
mines during the ensuing week, March 17-23, coming 
back to work in an orderly and quiet way, as though 
deliberately trying to avoid unnecessary disturbances 
(one of them spoke of bombs, no one knows why, but 
he was quickly shunted out of the way by the others). 
For the first time one had an impression of an organ- 
ized movement. 

On March 22 various manifestos were circulated in 
Barcelona, inviting students and workers to go on strike 
on the 25th. The situation was even more tense in uni- 
versity circles, because of the strike of medical students, 
of a professional nature, which had precipitated the 
closing of the School of Medicine. 

On March 25 the strike began, on schedule, in the 
Hispano-Olivetti, Villa and other factories. Workers 
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in the I.N.I. controlled Enasa truck manufacturing 
company went on strike that morning; later in the 
day many workers came back to work, but on the en- 
suing day the strike was total. Along with many other 
factories the Enasa plant was closed on governmental 
orders. In the University there was a general strike 
in the Colleges of Philosophy, Letters and Science, in 
spite of various incidents provoked by police posing as 
students. 

The strike movement ‘spread like wildfire. On March 
26, and the day thereafter, workers of the Seat and 
other companies joined the strike, and on the 27th 
the textile workers followed suit, beginning with those 
of the big Battlo factory. Fifty workers from this plant 
formed a delegation to go to see the Civil Governor; 
they were followed by hundreds more, and were dis- 
persed in the public plaza by the armed police. 

The importance of the strike movement could be ob- 
served from hour to hour, not only with respect to the 
number of those on strike (over 30,000 in Barcelona, 
at the time of writing these lines) but also with re- 
spect to the orderly and organized way in which they 
took place. 

On March 26th the strike spread to the paper work- 
ers in Tolosa and the metal workers in Andaoin, in 
the Basque province of Guiptzcoa. There the employ- 
ers gave in and work was resumed after wages had 
been raised. But the strike spread throughout Guipuz- 
coa, affecting many companies in San Sebastian, Pasa- 
jes and Eibar. Two days later symptoms of a slow-down 
in the steel works of Baracaldo, near Bilbao, were re- 
ported, but news from this area has been much less 
precise. 

Things did not stop at that. For the first time strike 
movements have occurred in Valencia, where the 
30,000 shipyard workers of the Constructora Naval 
Company booed the Minister of the Treasury who had 
come from Madrid to attend the launching of an oil 
tanker. Workers in the steel refinery at Sagunto went 
on strike on March 27 and still continue, as of this 
date. 


THE OPPOSITION BECOMES UNANIMOUS 


Both the Government and the opposition are quite 
aware of the fact that this is the most serious strike 
movement of the last 20 years. Paradoxically, whether 
voluntarily or not, the Caudillo stated on March 26 to 
the editors of the Falangist press that “Our Movement 
is in its best moments”. By a curious coincidence, both 
sides agree in attributing a political character to all 
that is happening. The Civil Governor of Barcelona, 
Sr. Acedo, has not vacillated in describing the workers’ 
actions as “revolutionary subversion,” attributing them 
to the “watchwords of foreign radios”. 

In Barcelona the governmental authorities live in a 
state of real nervous tension. La Vanguardia, the Bar- 
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celona daily newspaper, has printed boxed in notices 
warning that “the revolutionary subversion continues in 
the same state”, and the local governing body, the 
Delegacién Provincial, has held an opera buffe “pa- 
triotic session” which may well foreshadow the kind 
of performance that is in store for us everywhere. 

Up to now strong arm tactics have prevailed and ar- 
rests have been made en masse. Though Security head- 
quarters have made only 11 arrests public, it is known 
that there have been over 100 arrests to date. 

On Saturday, March 29, the usual notice from the 
Security headquarters appeared in the press. As the 
reader easily anticipated, these movements are de- 
scribed as “a conspiracy of communist cells that have 
penetrated factories and are even preparing demon- 
strations by women for the purposes of provocation.” 

Well, what would you expect the Security headquar- 
ters to say about these strikes? That all of Spain is 
against the Caudillo? That socialists, Catholics, anar- 
chists, and communists, too, along with thousands and 
thousands of Spaniards who quite simply want a re- 
gime of legality and freedom, are declaring themselves, 
in an organized way, against the regime? 

No; should they say such a thing, or anything ap- 
proaching the truth, then the Director General of Se- 
curity might just as well unload his pistol and tender 
his resignation. That is why the accusation of “com- 
munist strikes” is merely a necessary falsehood and 
should not be taken seriously by anyone. On the other 
hand, we do not wish to misrepresent the situation. A 
few communists are involved, that we do not deny. We 
do not know if Srs. Canga Diaz and Gonzalez Rada, 
who were arrested in Asturias and Bilbao, respectively, 
are communists or not; in any case they are anti- 
Francoists. But be that as it may, the overwhelming 
majority of the strikers, both among students and work- 
ers, are not communists; the communist danger does 
not exist in Spain except in the calculated hypotheses 
of the Francoists. 

At times the situation seems to be acquiring a char- 
acter of national unanimity against the regime, there- 
by making these charges of “communist opposition” ri- 
diculous. This unanimity is true not only of the fac- 
tories, mines and universities, but of other groups to 
which I will refer. 

But first of all we must comment on the abundance 
of news originating in Barcelona to be heard here in 
the political circles of Madrid, in contrast to the case 
of the strike in Asturias. Each day we are more con- 
vinced that we are now faced with an initial attempt 
at coordination by the forces of the opposition. 


THE CATHOLIC OPPOSITION 


Last month I referred to the Christian Democratic op- 
position. This opposition has become clearly defined 
during the month of March; its most outstanding mani- 
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festation was the lecture 
given in the Madrid Law 
School by the former Min- 
ister of Agriculture, Sr. 
Giménez Fernandez. 

In a brilliant dissertation 
the former member of Gil 
Robles party expounded his 
points of view, which might 
be summarized as follows: 
a parliamentary democracy, 
repudiation of tyranny and 
injustice. There are two 
kinds of procedures in 
fighting the Marxist offen- 
sive, the Hungarian and 
the Polish. The speaker re- 
vealed himself to be par- 
tial to the latter procedure, 
and an enemy of violence within Spain or without. He 
also criticized the exploitation of religion for political 
ends. Finally, he decidedly favored the formation of a 
European Community. 














The speech was interrupted frequently by cheers and 
applause from approximately 600 spectators, most of 
them students. 


In a position opposite to that of the Christian Demo- 
crats, Sr. Martin Artajo, former Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, goes on without taking sides either for or 
against the regime, though he favors the European 
Community. His recent speech in Barcelona dealt with 
the future of the Sahara and Europe’s need to plan its 
future in Africa, “thereby doing honor to its history 
and its expansionist and civilized calling.” 


It is possible that the reader may find these positions 
attributed to the Catholic center incongruous. Never- 
theless they could easily be the pawns of one side in 
a game of chess, acting, on the one hand, with an eye 
to the downfall of the Franco regime, and on the other 
with an eye to a preventive change, a makeshift remedy 
which could patch things up and avoid a catastrophic 
solution. And in any case, the orders of the Vatican 
are being observed, orders to favor steps leading to the 
formation of a liberal or semi-liberal government, which 
would bring Spain into line with the Catholic positions 
of Italy and Germany in the European organizations 
of the future. 


In Spain there is much less thought of European 
organizations, though they may serve as pretexts, than 
of the internal situation. The conservative classes and 
the institutions that are loyal to them are beginning to 
fear an outbreak of national fury. Hence they are try- 
ing, more energetically than ever, to come to various 
types of compromise arrangements to forestall the ca- 
tastrophe that they so fear. 
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THE CAPTAIN GENERALS 
AND DA. CARMEN POLO DE FRANCO 


For whatever it is worth, I relay a rumor which has 
come to me from sources close to the regime, who in- 
sist upon its veracity. According to them a meeting of 
the Captain Generals (commanders of the nine mili- 
tary regions of Spain, and hence the highest military 
authorities under Franco) was held recently in Toledo, 
and the decisions arrived at in the course of the meet- 
ing were transmitted to the Caudillo by his wife, Da. 
Carmen Polo de Franco. The Captain Generals are 
said to favor the effective restoration of the Monarchy, 
with a government responsible to the Cortes, a mini- 
mum of freedom and a monarch; the Caudillo would 
go on being Generalissimo of the Armed Forces. The 
Captain Generals emphasize that such a solution is 
based on the good of Spain and their desire not to 
see the regenerative labor achieved by the Caudillo 
during twenty years destroyed. 

I can well imagine that the Caudillo would not ap- 
preciate this kind of compliment. But let us see what 
we will see. The bolder ones even talk of an “ultima- 
tum” and the name of General Rodrigo is the one 
that is most in vogue. On the other hand, the inter- 
views held by Da. Carmen Franco and Don juan, and 
the latter’s trans-Atlantic cruise are the subjects of 
commentaries for every taste, but always in close rela- 
tion with the kind of rumor cited above. Outstanding 
aristocrats, such as the Duke de Veragua, are said to 
be involved in these arrangements. 


What is certain in all of this is the unrest among 
conservatives, who, convinced of the lack of viability 
of the regime, are laboriously searching for remedies 
to keep the scaffolding that has been proppea up for 
twenty years from collapsing completely now. 


TROUBLES ABROAD AS WELL 

This month of March, so unfortunate for the govern- 
ment in internal affairs, has not been any the less 
so with respect to its foreign affairs. It is true that 
when M. Gaillard spoke in the French Parliament of 
a “Mediterranean Pact” the burst of jubilation made 
the walls of the Pardo Palace and the Palace de Santa 
Cruz (Ministry of Foreign Relations) shake. On the 
following day the Spanish press, with its usual “spon- 
taneity”, proclaimed the triumph of the theory so 
persistently advanced by the Caudillo since 1952. Gen- 
eral Diaz de Villegas (who from being the Director 
of the Department of Morocco and Colonies has sud- 
denly become Director of what is now called “Spanish 
Provinces in Africa”) said that no, Franco had thought 
of such a Pact ever since the Civil War and that he 
and other strategists would insist on this link which 
is so indispensable to the defense system of the West. 
But the jubilation was replaced by intranquillity which 
in its turn led to disappointment. No one consulted 
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Spain, and, on the contrary, it was made quite clear 
in certain French groups that Spain could not be in- 
cluded in such a pact. Furthermore the reservations of 
Tunis and Morocco ended by cooling off the matter. 
Then some one thought of sending a cable to Turkey 
and Greece, who would be good allies for Spain, and 
of launching the trial balloon of a preparatory confer- 
ence. No use! The results were minimal, and all that 
was achieved were some assurances by the French Min- 
ister of Foreign Affairs, which however were aimed 
more at common action in Morocco and the develop- 
ment of the Sahara than at the Mediterranean Pact. 

Morocco insists on the return of the Southern Zone 
of the former Protectorate, which as of today continues 
under Spanish rule. Furthermore the question of Ifni 
and the Sahara is far from promising. 

The King of Morocco’s reconciliation with Abd-El- 
Krim would not seem to be at all favorable to the 
Spanish position. Furthermore the representations of 
Sr. Laraki, emissary of the King of Morocco in 
Washington, have greatly disturbed the Spanish Gov- 
ernment. 

As though this were not enough, the relations with 
Belgium have become even more embittered since the 
death of Degrelle’s son in an automobile accident out- 
side of Seville. The Belgian Government has had one 
more proof of the connivance between Degrelle and 
the Spanish Government, which denies that the head 
of the “Rexist” movement of Belgium is in Spain. 
On March 28 the Belgian Government recalled its 
Ambassador in Madrid without offering any explana- 
tion, but letting it be known that it was a measure re- 
sulting from the bad faith shown by the Caudillo’s 
Government in this matter. 


“THIS IS COMING TO AN END” 

The Government consoles itself in the thought that the 
German Minister of Foreign Affairs Von Brentano is 
coming to Spain early in April and all will be sweet- 
ness and light. Why? Because the Spanish Government 
is going to turn over 13 companies to their German 
owners and, very probably, to grant a preferential treat- 
ment to the German capitalists so that they may in- 
vest in Spain on a more than 50% basis. 

And in the meantime, the Spaniard must pay luxury 
taxes on tobacco, on an icebox, an electric iron or a 
bunch of flowers. 

Everyone realizes that “This is coming to an end”. 
No one knows how or when. One would have to be a 
prophet to know if we are to see a preventive change 
to save an oligarchy or if the Spaniards will recover 
the right to rule their own destiny. In one way and 
another, the balance after 19 years of a “nationalist” 
government could not be more negative. 


TELMO LORENZO 
Madrid, April 1, 1958 
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STRIKES. IN|SPAIN, |... 
Although no ‘strikes’ were | epee 
in the press tiitil March’ 15,: ‘they 
had actually begun, in one form « or 
another, on March'“4.' °°". ' 

“On Friday; March 14, the Couht 
cil of Ministers’ convened ‘to consid- 
éy the matter and‘ on the 15than 
official notice was published): from 
which we extract the following pa* 
ragraphs: 
“Phe ‘illegal paralysis of work in 
certain coal mines in Asturias and 
the imperious néed to protect, with- 
in. the law, the’ general interest; 
have led the Government ‘to’ make 
use of the powers conferred upon 
it by Article 25 of the Fuero de los 
Es pafioles’(Spanish Bill of Rights’)! 

“Articles. 14,15, and 18 of the 
Fuero are suspended with respect, to 
the coal mining areas for a period 
of 4 mont 

These Articles theoretically guar- 
anteed the right. to ,choose . one’s 
place of residence and the inviola- 
bility of the domicile, and they for- 
bade arbitrary imprisonment. The 


suspension of these~-rights--by~-no—— 


means implies that they were previ- 
ously in effect, as the police. have 


never paid any attention to thém,. F 


What is significant, however, about 
this measure is that.in taking it the 


government has recognized the im- 


portance and gravity of the strikes. 
begun in Asturias.’ 

The strikes in Asturias were fol-'‘ 
lowed by ‘those ‘of Batcelona ard the 


Basque region.’ In? Asturias the'strike | 
began ‘in! the “Maria Luisa’! mine, 


then spread to the Fondén, Sotén 
and, Santa Eulalia mines, Mote than: 
15,000 mimers..went, on;‘strike.;,; .,, 

In. Barcelona. the,. Governor, Sr. 


Acedo, declared on March 24 that z 


the general strike was ofa political. 
nature. The Hispano-Olivetti, 


In’ the’ Basque provinces’ ‘the’ strikes 


begari‘iint the provirice of Guia 
coa.' In‘the Unién Cerrajera com- 


1958 


‘oyer SOiartests, and 
Sers have been®mi 


Vie’ 
cente ‘Tila, Enasa and other Hater 
companies went on’a peaceful strike.’ 


/ pany:at!'Mondragén there was: a 
work j slow-down; ‘but the Governor 
of ‘the ‘provinve gave: orders for the 
éntire body .of employees’ to be dis- 
charged: Phis'thecempany’s man- 
agement refiised. to' do bait fear that 
all other workers would go on strike 
and the industry of the region- would 
be paralyzed. The strikers demanded 
a, Wage, increase... Workers in five 
paper, factories,.in -Tolosa .and An; 
daoin, ,, followed.. suit.,..m: Renteria 
80% .of ithe, workers. went on, strike, 
in., Iran , the. ;strike_.was..general in 
the ceramic factories, “‘Porcelana de 
Bidasoa,” .the, railway car factory 
“C.A.F;,” : and the, cutlery factory; 
“La Palmera,” Twenty-one factories 
of, small, arms and. bicycles. ‘in .Her- 
nani went, on strike. , |, 

Though some newspapers have 
reported, that; the. strikes. have. end- 
ed,. this is, not, true, The workers 
continue to’voice their demands, and 
deportations, and athee ene 
measures | continue. , 


Reprisals 


While workers are’ ‘being deported 
to provinces’ far’ frorn “their homes 
and -work, ‘the ‘authorities! are’ also 
threatening employers’ with grave 
penalties: should ‘they.’ raise: wages 
without. governmental authoriza> 
tion. It is known that this order 
has not been obeyed in certain fac- 
tories. 

In Asturias alone there have been 
be work- 
> © a ereby 
making them subject to military dis- 
cipline: It is estimated: that ‘there 
vare’ 35,000: strikers - in Catalonia, 


10,000 in Asturias and, 8,000, in the: .:. 


shee region. 





STUDENT STRIKES 
ICFTU; Radio, News 


. The wave ‘of students’ peter COMt:; 


', tinues,.The main reason is.the grow- 


ing dissatisfaction of Spanish youth. 
with. the dictatorial regime ¢ of Sef tat 

__ the province of 
~~ Portuguese border, in ‘Extramadura 
“'gind’ in ‘thé ‘Sierra’ ‘Morena. * ‘An-. 
“houncing’ ‘the ° finds ‘the ' Natidrial 


eralissimg, Francisco Franco. Ano 
er cause is the resentment | of ‘the 
medical ‘students against a govern- 


mental” decision compellitig ‘gradu- 


“ates to wotk two years for’ the'state ‘ 
‘i before opening private ’ practices: 
Strike action and riots:bégan atthe: 


University of) Barcelona.“ The*.ex: 
ample «was quickly followed by"tunis 
versity students in Madrid, Sara- 
gossa and Seville. The .rectors. ae 
these, universities, sup d_ by 

re Ie, suspended _ lectures and 
warned the students of “ grave oo 

uences” if they persisted i in de 

a authority. Leaflets \ were roost 
distributed , in the , main cities, ‘of 
Spain. calling for :; a mass mle 
Hos against the regime « on 

1958. 





BISHOP-HITS.». a0, 0. 
LANDOWNERS. : 


From the CATHOLIC HERALD, 
London,‘ March. °°" * 

In 20 years, no one had doné anly- 
thing to correct Spain's ‘social prob- 
lems, which condemned the work- 
ers to discontent, stated Bishop Mor- 
cillo ‘Gonzalez ‘ot ‘Saragossa in’ a 
pastoral letter. The principal causes 
of that were landowners who lived 
a_ patriarchal and ' spendthrift life 
while their employees worked ex- 
tremely hard. 


“They refuse them even the small 
amounts of money that would repre- 
sent, an improvement in their eco- 
nomic situation,” said the Bishop 
The wealthy went to Mass and took 
Communion daily, but did not put 
into practice the elements of charity 


-which the-Ghurch asked of its fol- 
lowers.” 
. He also.,criticised the banks 
Orient adap hd 


ing extraordinary profits,” he said. 
As‘an example of. these, he reported 


«| instances.\of, banks .borrowing ,mon- 


ey at,two per cent, and. Aqnding.é it 
at six per cent. 


URANIUM DEPOSITS 
According to the newspaper City 





. Press: , of; London, ,on. March,,(28, 


“Rich deposits, of uranium, sufficient 


to supply, the needs of, Spain’s s nucle- 


ar energy program have SCOV- 
ered recently. The deposits are in 


been discov- 


ca near the 


Watet; Gas? and ‘Electricity Servite 


bisays ‘that ‘the ore willbe : used “in 


» the projéected: ‘plant at: Andujar?” 





SRA.'DE FRANCO: 0 
MEETS WITH DON. JUAN: 


1: In Estoril’ i Brads 


In spite of the, apparent coolness 
of relations between General Fr: 

co and. Don. Juan, calls. were "inital 
in March by Franco's wife, on the 
Spanish. Pretender, in his’ residence 
in Estoril, and later on his’ yacht in 
the Port. of Madeira, Preliminary 
arrangements for these calls had 
been made by Franco’s Ambassador 
in Lisbon. 


On March 14 Sra; de ‘Franco ar- 
rived at the Pértuguese ‘frontier, 
where; she «was: ,presented, with a 
bunch of flowers from; Dom. Juan 
and an affectionate letter from. his 
wife, the Infanta Maria Luisa, in 
which she ,extended an_ invitation 
to Sra. de Franco to come, to the 
Pretender’s residence in Estoril for 
tea. A prior condition to the grant- 
ing of this interview had been that 
the invitation would come from the 
Infanta and would be addressed to 
Sra. de Franco, who was accom- 
panied by her daughter and son-in- 
law, the Marquis de Villaverde. 

Sra. de Franco’s visit with the 
Pretender and his family’ lastéd less 
than an hour, However Dén Juan, 
who had planned to embark on his 


trans-Atlantic cruise},on! the, day of 


Sra..de. Franco’s:arrival,:-postponed 


his ewn sailing. in order .to--be,able 
to; see! Sra... Franco, off, in, person, 
when she. sailed.,on; the: ensuing. day, 
Mareh. 55, for: the i ete tnnde 


city (ois ifs ‘ 


Qi. Ins Madeira’. t weet saabae eit Trt 


Strangely’ enough, ‘tlie ‘first! lapi of 
Don Juani’s' trdns-Atlariti¢! critisé’ on 
his* yacht ‘Saltillo “took “him t6:‘thee 
Madeira Islands ‘too, ‘and! theté°he 
and’ Sra.’ de’ Franeo had their ‘sé 
ond: rendezvous. *“Visits:!were'! ex: 
changed: ‘between Sra! dée'Franesd 
and D. Juan on’ board his yacht. ' ‘Sr 


Castiella, ‘the Spanish’ Minister ‘of 


Foreign’ Affairs, “also happened to 
be’on: ‘the Portuguese ‘island ‘at the 
time, and also ‘called’ — Don 
Juan. ey TE 

According to an’ AP* repre pub- 
lished in’ some’European tiewspa- 
pers, among them the’ Tribune de 
Genéve, “it’ appears ‘that the Cau- 
dillo will resign ~from'office' ‘and 
that he is prepared to recognize the 
Count of Barcelona (Don Jiian) “as 
the legitimate heir to.the. throne 
that has been vacant since King: Al- 
fonso. XIII, father.of Don Juan, bets 
Madrid 27. years ago,” 

This explains,” the Tribanie: he 
Genéue commented, “the two visits 


{ 


ct is Bee a- telat esi her 
usban d 

never have tld Sed had tet 

received, precise... ih from 

the; Generalissimo ists rf : 


i MATOS HE tg 


On to New York... 
Then an; March, 
barked, on:his. yacht Saltillo from 
Madeira and_,.proceeded with;, his 
trans-Atlantic cruise, He expects to 
arrive.,in New . York.in, 40. days,;.or 
around April 25, stopping, off..en 
route, in a Navn and : Flor. 
i 

|The. cruise. is: anpky a. sporting 
venture,” said, .Don: Juan,; “and it 
has. nO, poliien: sess ii whatso-~ 


ever.” 


NEW TL TAX 
On March 24 ‘the Spanish Govern- 
ment “announced a new “luxury” 


tax ‘to go into effect as ‘of April 1. 
Among the new taxes is one of 


10% on ‘Tefrigerators and washing 
machinés, 10% ‘on flowers, toys and. 
fountain pens, and 10% on meals,” 
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MESSAGE To THE SPANIARDS | 
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The following paragraphs are extracted from the “Mes- 


sage'to the Spaniards” delivered by D. Diego Martinez : 


Barrio, President of the Spanish Republic in exile, on 
the occasion of the 27th anniversary of the proclama- 
tion of the, Spanish Republic on;April 14, 1931. 


“The generation that: founded and governed the Sec- 
ond Republic’ has ‘been ‘practically replaced now by 
another generation, whose frustration is ‘among’ the 
worst crimes of the Franco regime. Now, in the wake 
of this untried generation,.a new generation ‘is begin- 
ning to mold itself, rich in hopes. and promise.” . 

_.“Let the phenomena, of Argentina, Colombia and 
Venezuela repeat. themselves. in Spain. The prolonga- 


tion.of the. military. dictatorship.is an offense tothe _..- 
' Mation; it irritates its own Army and Navy: chiefs.:.Ir-. .. 
ritation is automatically followed by criticism, and be- 
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hind criticism: come conspiracies. This i is ‘an uncontain- 


able mechanical process which sooner or later brings 

about «the’'transformation of a dictatorial regime and 

produces’ revolution. ; . 
“Without vacillating’ for. a moment and. i in the name 


:cof the;Republic, I.say that it: would be. catastrophic 


for the dilemma of transformation:-or revolution to: be 
solved’ by recourse to the latter.’”’ 

“In the hours of decision’ it: is' not’ only dangsfous 
and reprehensible to hide dr, disguise ones thought, it 
approaches treason. We: ‘Republicans: can not accept any 
regime that is imposed. by force or by the conspiracy 
of political or social. groups. ‘Qur. fervent, loyalty to the 


concept, of national: reconciliation “has as its. natural 


and unavoidable condition. the right. of the country to 


-be consulted, and, in short,, obeyed. No apparent. com: 
abit of oe tone; need. ae for our support.* 
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At its eleventh meeting in Brussels on March 17, 1958, 
the IOFTY Sub-Committee, ARRIE the, spins 
Manifesto on Spain, Mae 

With, ever-increasing anxiety the democrate ‘world, is 
watching the. sufferings ‘of the Spanish | People on its 
road towards liberation. The, “hopelessness. pe Misery 
created by the dictatorial regime ave so far h had the 
effect of producing in Spain, a surface. calm, but, the 
apparent, tranquillity, i is deceiving, The sufferings of the 
Spanish people are so intense that. they. might . Jead to 
tragic. consequences unless the. causes Press, them 
are removed. 

The International ' Confederation, of Bre ree “Trade 
Unions has always defended the cause of the workers 
and the people of; Spain, denounced the dictatorial re- 

gime of Franco and repeatedly presented the Spanish 
a to the United ‘Nations and to, other interna- 
tional organizations, such as. the International Labour 
Organization and UNESCO. After careful study of the 
situation in, Spain. and taking into consideration the 
voice of those who all tog long have been prevented 
from, freely. expressing their thoughts, ‘the ICFTU, on 
its own behalf and on behalf. of its affiliated Spanish 
organizations now. issues this manifesto calling upon all 
the democratic forces. in the..world. and of free labour 
everywhere to support these urgent objectives: 

1. Establishment of ,a non-partisan , provisional gov- 
ernment, representative of all democratic ,and anti-ton 
talitarian forces, to guarantee to the ‘Spanish people 
the exercise of its fundamental freedoms and to pre- 
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rtest possible tim 
elections, jn which the Spanish people will be able to 
dete ermine peg of governmesit should ‘rule the 


iv es ee 
co’ 

pene  Tepeal Pe the yaya Eomge Mi 
discredited, falangist, syndicates an restoration 
trade, >, unionism, independent from Control ‘by: pees 
ment and employers. 

3.x Establishnient ‘of }the> right of association !and! of 
the’ exérciseof ally individual freedoms /!2° 10“ 
24 :-Release'ofand amnesty! for all political prisoners; 
recall of: all exiles wishing >to return ‘to: Spaifi;'theirire+ 
habilitation:and: compensatidm for losses, due to political 
persecution;:of property,;'income and pe suf- 
fered: individually: or ‘collectively.// (oi #inuitro » 

5. A programme for rehabilitation: sats Sevslopetesit 
of the Spanish economy and for. the improvement ’of' the 
deplorably ‘low ‘living: qunciactes of the: industria}: and 
agricultural workers. ‘0°: 

6, A programme for , genuine Jand schievesapsicitn ed 
investment and, soil improvement to assure ‘the progress 
of agricultural production. 

7. Large-scale international, financial . ag) technical 
aid for out the industrial and is geTuN de- 


velopment, programmes. _ 
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The free world owes, it to the Spanish people said to 
itself to come to the help of this great and ancient na- 
tion so that it may once more find the road 0 n to 
erage, democratic eee and prosper or all. 
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LCF UU. STATEMENT, ON. 


MINERS” STRIKES: 


The eleventh meeting of a2 Wt 3B HOY 2 7 
17-20 March 1958) has learned with the greatest, nat 


dignation that in order to break the, coal’ miners’ 
strike in Asturias, the Franco Government has suspended 


fundamental civil rights: and “has #esorted: to “arrests of 


striking’ miners and to deportation ‘to) other. provinces.) 
This measure, which affects the entire Province of 


Asturias and other provinces where coal is being mined, 


has. been taken. against ..workers engaged in a strike, in- 
volving purely economic issues, By doing so, the Franco 
regime has again demonstrated before the world its 


utter “disregard for human~nghts, ‘even “for the-few= . 


rights which it has itself recognized in the so-called 
Eearter of Rights for Spaniards, 
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which, the Franco. regime, 


. wie “have engig 
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We neice vigovonshy, against so terror, sateds! 
-in, crass disrespect for the; 
| Declaration of. Human Rights and, for, the principles. 
. and conventions of the International Labour Organi-, 


_. zation, até entploying" against workers: wh defend \ their’ 
AC eéonomic ‘and social interests. " ¢ 


We } pay, iby : tO, the valiant er miners OF Spain| 
in a’ strike despite’ ‘ll odds and as-| 
ire them OF our fall ‘support ‘and’ of ‘assistance to the| 
families of victimised workers through the International 
Solidarity- Fund) “and! ‘we Minstruct ‘the’ General Secre- 
tary to submit complaints to the United Nations) and 
_the ILO against the Franco Government. 
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LC.F.T.U. CABLES) 


AGAINST REPRESSIVE MEASURES 


) o- “April 1958 
The suppression of civil rights in Spain’ together with 
grave repressive measures taken against strikers have 
prompted the International “Confederation, ‘of Free 
Trade Unions to send a cable of sharp protest to Gen- 


eralissimo Francisco Franco. The cable was as follows: 


“The: International Confederation : of, Free Trade 
Unions protests :vigorously: agairist:. violation, of: human 
and labour. rights through grave repressive measures 
against strikers and suppression of civil rights:stop Free 
trade:unions are in sympathy. with these strikes, which 
have been: caused by: deplorable living conditions not 
by communists stop We have submitted:.complaints to 
ILO: and: UN and. demand’ immediate restoration of 
civil rights, release of arrested workers, return of de- 
portees and» permission for employers. to.accept work- 
ers demands. J. H. Oldenbroek, General Secretary.” 


The ICFTU further declares that recent examples of 
state tyranny in Spain during the. strikes reveal that 
the free countries cannot place any faith in Franco’s 
representatives’ assurances that the Spanish people en- 
joyed human and labour rights made when, despite the 
ICFTU’s opposition, Spain was admitted to the UN, 
UNESCO and ILO. 

Franco’s harsh totalitarian handling of the strike situ- 
ation proves that, like Hitler and Mussolini, he relies 
upon force to crush all opposition., 


The ICFTU in cabling’ its ‘protest is relic the 
deep indignation of free trade unionists everywhere at 
consistent ‘violations of human ard labour rights by 
the Falangist regimé, whose terror methods it has con- 
sistently denounced, and the free world’s profound con- 
cern for the oppressed people of Spain. 

The dictatorial regime has not hesitated to order 
police and army units to crush strikes by force; and 
other violations of human and labour rights’ since the 
present strike movement began early in March in the 
Asturias include: mass arrests, deportations and sup- 
pression of civil rights. ' 

The ICFTU also protests ‘at the fact that ‘the’ Fa- 
langist regime has wrongly accused hundreds’ of strik- 
ers arrested in the Asturias region of being influenced 
by “Communist agitators”. 

In doing so, the Spanish Government is following 
an all-too familiar pattern; anyone who dares to defy 
the Falangist state, where trade union rights are non- 
existent, is invariably branded as a Communist. Ac- 
cording to reliable sources the claim that the arrested 
men are Communists is false. 

Once again the police regime of Franco has proved 
to the world that it is not fit to belong to the community 
of free nations, and the ICFTU announces that it’ will 
make every possible effort to mobilise the forces of free 
labour to help the workers and people of Spain to win 


ultimate freedom. 





1LC.F.T.U. COMPLAINS TO U.N. AND LL.O. 


a 





THE FOLLOWING TELEGRAM WAS SENT BY THEACETU. TO U.S. PRESS: ‘ON APRIL: 2: 
“THE I.C.F.T.U. HAS ISSUED A PROTEST AGAINST THE “VIOLATION. OF HUMAN. AND.“ : 
LABOR RIGHTS' OF THE WORKERS IN SPAIN. 
"STATING THAT THE FREE TRADE UNIONS ‘ARE IN SYMPATHY WITH THE 
STRIKES' THE I.C.F.T.U. SAID’ THAT THESE ‘STRIKES HAVE BEEN’ CAUSED BY DEPLOR-' 
ABLE LIVING CONDITIONS, ‘NOT’BY COMMUNISTS." | 
"THE I.C.F.T.U., WHOSE AMERICAN AFFILIATES INCLUDE THE.AFL-CIO AND THE. 
UNITED MINE WORKERS, DISCLOSED THAT COMPLAINTS AGAINST.SPAIN HAD. BEEN 
SUBMITTED TO THE INTERNATIONAL LABOR ORGANIZATION AND THE ‘UNITED: NA- 
TIONS. THE COMPLAINTS CALLED FOR: . 
"1. IMMEDIATE RESTORATION OF CIVIL RIGHTS. sis: 
"2. RELEASE. .OF ARRESTED WORKERS AND RETURN OF DEPORTEES TO HER. 
HOMES, 


<a) GOVERNMENT. PERMISSION FOR EMPLOYERS TO “ACCEPT WORKERS, DE. 
»MANDS." 
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